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TRUE FRIENDS 

Friends are our most valuable possession - that is the lesson these 
Jataka tales impart. The wise, like Nigrodha Kumar, cherish their 
companions. Pottik s selfless loyalty is rewarded by unexpected 
riches. On the other hand, for the selfish ingrate Shakha there awaits 
only a shameful loneliness. Rich or poor, ugly or handsome, 
Dowerful or helpless, a friend is one whom you can trust. And for this 
uxury, you should repay your friend with respect and honour. 
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have been an integral part of my children s early years, as they have been for many 
other families across India Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, inculcat¬ 
ing reading habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots " 
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TRUE FRIENDS 


LONG LONG AGO, DURING tNE REIGN OF KING 
MflGftDHA, f) WEDDING WAS BEING CELEBRATED 
IN RAJAGRIHA. 


* 



WHAT A SUMPTUOUS Y /\NP SUCH FOMP 
rniiarrf A ANp CEREMONV! 


FEAST 


ANP WHW NOT? 
AFTER ALL THE 
GROOM’S FATHER 
IS THE RICHEST 
MERCHANT 



THE BRIDE WAS DEMURE AND BEAUTIFUL 


HOW LOVELY THE SETH OF JANAFAP HAS 
SHE LOOKS! GIVEN SUCH GENEROUS 




But a few months 


PON’T SIT THERE 
PRE AMI NG. CAN’T 
i/OU LENP A HANP 
IN HIE HOUSEWORKS 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



ONE DAY 


LOVELY 7 MY FOOT! TWO 
WHOLE YEARS SHE HAS 
BEEN MARRIEP TO MY 
SON ANP STILL THEY 
HAVE NO CHILP... 






1 WILL NOT SET 
ANY RESPECT |N 
THIS HOUSE UNLESS 
I AM WITH CHILP 


^ WHY X 
>ON’T YOU 
PRETEND 
TO BE SO? 


AFTER ALL WE 
MUST HAVE AN 
HEIR TO CARRY 
ON THE FAMILY 
NAME. A 


HMM!SO 
THAT’S IT' 


THE WORRIED DAUGHTER-IN-LAW CONFIDED IN 
HER MAID. 


. t (Jl 




^Iem' the 

8EC.L 7C Tut * NPONCE 

HERE! I’ve MAPE 

S S£ ,AL sweet 

.FOR YOU. 


IN DUE COURSE 

I THINK IT’S 
TIME TO GOTO 


YES, BY TRADITION 
YOU MUST GO THERE 

R pelivery 
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TRUE FRIENDS 






YES, IT IS 
SAFER TO TRAVEL 
WITH A GROUP. 


they ACCOMPANIED THE CARAVAN WHICH CAMPED IN THE evening 

NEAR A GROVE OF TREES, -- 


SHE SET OUT ON HER JOURNEY WITH HER 
PERSONAL MAID AND AN ATTENDANT. 


THERE’S A 
CARAVAN 
AHEAP OF 


LET’S 

TRY TO 
GO WITH 
THEM. 



NEXT MORNING 


' OH! THE 
CARAVAN HAS 
v MOVED ON ! 



3 




























































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



WHAT! OH! THE CAR VAN 
PEOPLE MUST HAVE 
ABANDONED IT' 



ARE YOU 
THINKING 
WHAT I’M 
THINKING? 



WAKE UP! OUR LAPV 

\ has given birth 

\ TO A BABY BOY. . 


WHAT ? 
ALREADY 



HURRY UP ANP 
GIVE THE GO 
NEWS TO HER 
HUSBANp ANP 
FAMILY. 



BY AFTERNOON 
THE ATTENDANT 
QAUOPEP back 

I RUSHEP 
BACK TO 



THEY RETURNED TO RAJAGRtHA A Ml V 67 A JOYOUS iNELCOME 


WHAT A LOVELY BOY! WE 
MUST CELEBRATE HIS 

nBirth with great A 

L >v^ POMP. ^ 


YOUR PARENTS- 
iN-lAW WANT j THERE’S MO 


YOU TO GO 
BACK. 


POINT IN 
GOING TO 
MY PARENTS* 
HOUSE NOW. 
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TRUE FRIENDS 



IN WHICH 
HOUSE? 


IN THE 

WEAVER’S HOUSE 
THERE IS A NEW¬ 
BORN WHO IS 
NAMED POTTIK. ' 


* NYACfPQPHA C SANSK) BA Mi AN 


AND IN THE 
i MERCHANTS 
i HOUSE, THE BOY 

HAS been named 

SHaKHA KUMAR. 


JUST THEN 


OH, SIR, TWO MORE BOYS 
WERE BORN IN OUR ClTY 
ON THE SAME DAY AS 
OUR YOUNG MASTER, a 




HT THE NAMING CEREMONY 


SINCE THE BOV WAS BORN 
UNDER A NlGRODHA* 
TREE, WE SHALL CALL 
HIM NIGRODHA KUMAR. 














































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



when they mere about 

ELEVEN YEARS OLD — 


WE MUST 
QO TO 

TAKSHASH1LA 
FOR STUDIES. 


you two CAN 

AFFORD THE 
TWO THOUSAND 
-COIN FEE... 

V 


Nm. 


1 


1 



WHILE STUDYING TOGETHER 
AT TAK SHASHI lA _ i-- - 


WE CAN 
GO HOME 


HOW TIME 
HAS FLOWN’ 
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TRUE FRIENDS 


WHILE ROAMING FROM ONE PLACE TO ANOTHER , THEY REACHED THE OUTSKIRTS OF VARANAs/. 




THEY SPENT THE NIGHT 
THERE. EARLY AT VA\NN y 
POTT IK WOKE UP AFTER 
HEARING THE CACKLE OF 
A HEN | -- 












BECAUSE THIS ONE 16 NOT 

AN ORDINARY EGG. THE 
ONE WHO EATS THE TOLK 
V OF IT IS DESTINEDTO 

X be a kiing... A 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




AND THE ONE WHO 
EATS THE SHELL WILL 
BECOME A TREASURER. 
WELL, ISN’T SUCH AN 
EGG WORTH CROWlNS 
ABOUT? 


I MUST TRV TO FIND 
OUT WHETHER THERE 
16 ANY TRUTH IN 
WHAT THE HEN 5AlD. 















WHEN THE HENS MOVED AWAY, POTT/K 

quietly picked up the egg 



CAREFULLY HE SEPARATED 7 HE PARTS OF THE EGG AND 
MIXED THEM IN THE BREAKFAST PORRIDGE. 

HERE’S YOUR 
PORRIDGE 



AND THIS IS 
YOURS, SHAKHA 


THE WHITE 



w 




XT 








IS IN THIS 

\1 

ONE. ^4} 





TRUE FRIENDS 


WHEN THEY HAD FINISHED 
EATING — f 


NOW IF WHAT THE 



WHAT DO 
10U MEAN* 


/ I HEARD THE HEN THAT 

laid this egg say to 

ANOTHER HEN THAT THIS 
EGG HAS MIRACULOUS / 



jr BUT WE W 
HAVEN’T EATEN ■ 
ANY PART OF M 
V THE ttxG.A 


TES YOU 

^AVE-1 SEPARATED t 
THE PARTS AND SERVED 
THEM TO EACH OF YOU 


POTT IK REPEATED WHAT HE HAD HEARD 



1 GAVE the 

YOLK TO NIGRDDHA, 
THE WHITE TO SHAKHA 



LETS GO 
INTO THE 
TOWN OF 
VARAN A6I 


WELL,LET^ SEE 
WHAT THE FUTURE 
BRINGS US > 


WHO IS HE TO DECIDE? HE 
SHOULD HAVE GIVEN THE 
YOLK TO ME. I’LL TEA CM 

HIM A LESSON ONE 

DAY 


HE PRETENDED THAT HE WAS NOT HURT 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THEY WERE WARMLY WELCOMED AT THE 

FIRST house they visited, mmmmm 


\V3 MY LU CKi PAY 
0 HAVE QUESTS LtV 
'iOU EARLY IN THE 
f^ORNlNS ^ 


^ IT’S BEEN SEVEN 

DAYS SINCE £XJR 
\ CHILDLESS KlN6 


\ 


N 


PiED. 


Yjwa 


v. 


t 

/ i 


t 


// 








, i 


NOW WHO ^ 

Will rule 

tv HERE? y 


PON’T vou know the 

TRADITION? A FLOWER- 
DECORATED CHARIOT WILL 
BE SENT OUT TODAY IT 
WILL HAVE NO CHARIOTEER. 
BUT THE NEW K|N6 WILL 
BE THE ONE IN FRONT 
OF WHOM THE 
CHARIOT STOPS. 


f\ 


FT P ^J£l N 5 !X EM W/W ^ W£/J? HOST 

Jt H wxu: L SBT ° U7 - poam/ng 


N16R0PHA KUMAR SLEPT ON A STONE- SLAB 

in the park 



TRUE FRIENDS 




HURRAY f THE 

Floral chariot 

V »S HERE’ / 


way P/D NOT EVEN HEAR THE APPROACHING 
HUBBUB 


H.ET'S FOLLOW N 
IT AND SEE WHERE 
IT STOPS. 




AT THE 

entrance 

QF THE 
PARK — 


LOOK ! THE HORSE 
WANTS TO ASCEND 
vTHOSE STEPS .S 


THERE MU6T BE SOME 
WORTHY SOUL IN THE 
PARK. LET ME SEE. 





































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




HE TURNED OVER AND TRIED TO 
TO SLEEP 


SEE HIS , 
\ FACE. 


BACK 





OUR FLORAL CHARIOT 

locatep to u and 

I FOUND ALL THE 

Royal sighs oh 
your person, 

YOU 9HALL be 
OUR klH<5r 



TRUE FRIENDS 



NlGROVHA KUMAR MAS PROMPTLV 

INSTALLED AS THE K>NO -1 - 



POTTIK, YOU MUST 
STAY WITH ME AS 
N\Y CONSTANT 
> COMPANION ,y 


VERY WELL 
0 KING! 


I NAME SHAKHA 
KUMAR AS MY 
COMMANPER-iN- 
CH»EF. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




I WITH A SMALL RETINUE, POTUK SOON 


> 


| in ft few pays he reached rajagriha and then 




But i cannot 

LEAVE AAV 
BUSINESS 


AND WE DON’T 
IN ANT TO 60 AWAV 
FROM OUR OlNN 
HOUSE TO A FAR 
OFF PLACE. 


6IVE HIM OUR BLES6IN69 
AND TELL HIM WE ARE 
WELL AND HAPpy. 






TRUE FRIENDS 




\NE CANNOT 
COME WITH 
TOO 


TELL TOUR master 

THAT HIS FRIEND 
POTTIK IS HERE. 


POTTIK 7 HEN WENT 70 HIS OWN HOUSE 


COME INITH 
ME TO 
VARANASI. 


NO, SON! 
our place 

IS HERE. 


WITH A HEAVY HEART 

Pott in returned 

TO VARANASI J 


OH! vNHAT 
A JOURNEY. 
1 AM SO 
TIRED. 


POTTIK HM> SPENT ALL 
HIS MONEY BY THEN. 


HERE’S 6HAKHA’S 
HOUSE.I’LL REST 
HERE AND REFRESH 

mvself before 

601N6 TO THE 
PALACE. . 





SIR, TOUR FRIEND 
POTTiK. IS HERE. 


AH’ NOW’S MV 
CHANCE TO 
TAKE REVEN6E 



HAD HE GIVEN 
ME THE VOLK, 
1 WOULD 
HAVE BECOME 
THE KING- r 


<?r 


\ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WHAT AN UN6RATERIL WRETCH 
IT IB BECAUSE OE ME THAT 
HE HAS SO MANY SOLDIERS 
AT HIS COMMAND. AND NOW 
HE TELLS THEM TO THROW 

ME OUT 





POTT IK REACHED THE PALACE, LATE /N THE EVENING 


># % 


ft / 0 KING' YOUR ] 

7 BRIN6 him A 

FRIEND POTTIK | 

IN RIGHT 

N DESIRES TO SEE / 

V AWAY. L 

YOU. 

V -a4 






r /y J 
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TRUE FRIENDS 




HOW WAS YOUR i I YES,BUT 1 COULPN T 
journey? pip PERSUADE THEM 

TOU MEET MY / \ TO COME. ^ 

PAR E NTS 



AH' WELL \ MAY BE 
THEY ARE HAPPIER 
AT RAJAGRIHA. . 


I THOUGHT 
SO TOO. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



HOW COULD HE DO THAT ? 

WE BOTH OWE OUR WFALTH 
AND STATUS TO YOU AFTER 

all you could have chosen 

. TO BE THE KING 

\_YOURSELF. 


V really. I stopped \ 

By AT HIS HOUSE OH MY * 
WAy HERE, BUT HE SAID 
HE DIDN’T KNOW ME AND 
HAD ME BEATEN AND 
THROWN OUT By HISJ 
k GUARDS. ^ 


WHAT? 


INDEED, ANY FAVOUR PONE 
TO AN UNGRATEFUL MAN is 
LIKE A SEEP BURNT By 

s fire, nothing ever 

COMES OUT OF IT 


^ A FAVOUR DONE 
TO A DESERVING NOBLE 
PERSON IS LIKE. A 
SEED SOWN lN FERTILE 
SOIL. IT WILL REAP 
v RICH REWARDS. 


HE TURNED TO SHAKHA 


SHAKHA 'S SILENCE INFURIATED THE K/N& 


O YOU WICKED LIAR I 
TAKE HIM AWAYi KILL 
N. HIM. ^ 


DO YOU 
KNOW 
POTTIK? 
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TRUE FRIENDS 


POTT IK 

INTERVENED— 


NO! PLEASE DON’T,0 

KING ! IT IS NOT EASY 
TO BRING ANYONE 
BACK TO LIFE- 


THEREFORE,! DON’T ) IF YOU INSIST. BUT 
WANT HIM KILLED. PLEASE/ 1 WANT HIM 
FORGIVE HIM. 1/ BANISHED 

"\FROM MY KINGDOM. 




NOW, I WANT YOU TO 
BE MY COMMANDER- y 
IN- CHIEFjPOTTIK.^/ 


thank 

YOU 



BUT YOU MUST 
ACCEPT SOME 
POSITION IN MY 
v COURT. j 


BUT I MUST REFUSE. 

I HAVE ALWAYS 
KNOWN my limitations 



WHY DON’T YOU 

accept the 

post OF 

bhanpagarik 

IN MY COURT R y 


WHAT ARE 
THf 

RESPONSI 

BILITIES? 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


KAMI, THE UNLUCKY * ^ 


PORING THE REIGN OF BRAHMA PAT7A /N VARANASI , 
7 HERE LIVED A PROSPEROUS MERCHANT CALLED 
ANATHAPlNVlKA. 






#■ BA5BP OH KALAKAhHI J AT Ate A 


** UHLUCKY 
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TRUE FRIENDS 





NOT ANY MORE! 
NOW YOU WILL 
STAY WITH ME 
ANP SHARE MY 
LIFE. ^ 


Ho BUTS! X Will not \ 

let you go. after 

ALL HOW CAN 1 EVER 
FORGET A FRIENP / 

. LIKE YOU? X 


YES' THOSE PAYS 
WE SPENT TOGETHER 
AT THE GURUKULA* 
WERE THE HATPIEST 
OF MY LIFE. ■ 



WELL, 1 WILL STAY 
IF I CAM 8E OF ANY 
V USE. 




HERE ! NEEP 


A TRUST¬ 
WORTHY FRIEND 
like YOU 
TO HELP :'jj4 

me. 


* hermitage of the guru 



















































































































































AMAR CHIT RA KATHA 





THEV GAY THAT A 
WHO \NAIK5 9EVBH $Wt> 
WITH iOU BECOMES A 
FRIENP. AFTER A 
HI6HT Of 9ElM lO&W 
HE IS l IKEA fAlAli^ 

member 
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I DON’T KNOW HOW 
YOU CAN STAND , 
TO SEE SUCH AN f 
USLY MAN ALL \ 
V PAY. 


IF L WERE IN 

your place 

I WOULD get 

RlP OF HIM.., 


WELL ! YOU 


AND HE IS 
HERE FOR 
GOOD. 


TRUE FRIENDS 


X HAD spent 

YEARS WITH 
KALAKAnNI IN 
THE GU RUKULA j. 

AND HE 16 A REAL 

GEM, WHATEVER 
BE HIS NAME. 


not in my Place 



AFTER A FEW MOUTHS 


I’LL BE AWAY FOR A 
FEW PAYS. WE ARE 
GOING TO OUR NATIVE 
PLACE FOR A WEDDING 


BUT WHO WILL 
LOOK AFTER 
YOUR HOUSE? 



MEAN 




KALAKANNI 1 YOU WILL 

Will be /trust him 

THERE, yW ith ALLYOUR 
r- -\ VALUABLE 

\\ \ belongings? 










HERE ARE THE KEYS ! 
KALAKANNI! TAKE y 













































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




By CHANCE KALARANNl over¬ 
heard the CONVERSATION. 





OH' HOW CAN 
1 FIGHT THESE 
STOUT ROGUES? 








BUT tN hat 

IF 1 CAN 

fool the 
THIEVES? 


O 


5K > HE GATHERED the servants 

together, 




TRUE FRIENDS 






VOU SAID \ ( IT SOUNDS AS \ 

IT WAS J IF THERE’S A 
EMPT/< / V CELEBRATION 




WHV, THERE 
MUST BE A 
REAL CROWD 

v inside, y 


THE SETH 
MUST HAVE 

returned 


25 




























































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



>h v, 


KSA-^y-S/s 


Wvka 


Mw+fy 


THE tiEXT MORNING 


AND HERE ARE 
FOOTPRlNTSfSOME 
THIEVES MUST 
V HAVE GOT 

iN. ^ 


' LOOK x 

at the 

WEAPONS 
v HERE! 


"Then ka lakAnni came out. 

v ^€* W , E WERE T0 & robbed. 

ftUT- WE MADE SUCH A PIN 
THAT THE THIEVES MUST 
HAVE BEEN SCARED OFF. J 


WHEN ANATHAP/NP/KA returned, he 
WAS 7 OLD ABOUT KALAKANNl'S CLEVER 
TRICK. fZ - 7 --—--^ 

OF COURSE, HE IS! 
NOW DO YOU REALISE 
WHY 1 VALUE HI/A / 
\ SO MUCH? / 


KALAKANNl 
16 REALLY 
CLEVER, j 


M 

'let’s run \ 

/ LEAVE your \ 


BEFORE 
ANYONE / 

WEAPONS- J 

V LET’S FLEE. J 

\frj 


SEES US. / 
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ON THE 
THRONE? 


COME, you 

MUST 6»T 
v HERE.. 


OUR KING TREATS HIM AS 
IF HE WERE A BRAVE 
WARRIOR WHO HAS 
MADE A GREAT CONflUEST. 


JUS7 THEN— 


OH! THAT IS 
THE MONK 
TlKrTAVACHCHHA! 
I MU6T GO 
AND RECEIVE 
HIM. 


BUT, FATHER, 

you DON’T 

NEED TOGO. 
HE 1 a BE 
GIVEN ALMS 
LIKE THE 
OTHER 
MONKS. 


TRUE FRIENDS 

ONE PAT KING BRAHMA - 
OATTA OF VARANASI 
ANP HIS SON WERE 
BUST PlSCUSSlNG 

matters of state. 


WE MUST 
6END MORE 
60LPIERS 
OF OUR ARMV 
TO THE 
PROVINCES 


VOUR MAJESTY, 
THE LUNCH HAS 
BEEN SERVED 
FOR RoyAL 
guests. SHALL 

1 TAKE YOUR 
GUEST THERE? 


but the king rushed out to welco me the 

monk . [ 


THE SPECIAL TREATMENT GWEN TV 
TlRlTAVACHCHHA PIP NOT GO UNNOTICED. 


^WHAT A 
FUSS OVER 
AN ORDINARY, 
MONK. 


AFTER LUNCN, THE CHIEF MINISTER WAS 

Summoned. 


SEND FOR THE ARCHITECT. X 
WANT HIM TO BUILD A 
SUITABLE DWELLING FOR 
TlRlTAVACHCHHA IN THE 
COMPOUND. IT SHOULD BE 
6PACI0US AND COMFORTABLE 


AS YOU 
WISH,YOUR 
MAJESTY^ 


* *ASED on TlRlTAVACHCHHA J AT AKA. 















































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



SOON IT REACHED THE 
PRINCE^ EARS, p— 

/FATHER, WFT/ DO 
l 'lOU GriVE THIS 
MAH SO MUCH 
IMPORTANCE? 





‘ WHILE LEAVING OUR SOLDIERS , My 
ELEPHANT ran IN A FRENZY AND \NENT 
f ?]2 J^E FOREST. 1 NAS WOUNDED 

LUCH,Ly WE REACHED AN 

R5riHnWr\ % — _ 


A WELL AT LAST. 
AH! I MU6T HAVE 
VSOME WATER! y 


DUT THERE WAS NO PULLEY TO 
ANYONE AROUND 70 HElP \— 


draw the water nor 


TLL TIE THE ROPE 
AROUND THE ELEPHANT’S 
LE6 AND CLIMB DOlNNy 
V WELL. 71 


.yrr 


“I CLIMBED DOWN THE WELL AND DRAWN 
MY FILL OF COOL WATER. 
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TRUE FRIENDS 



THE EVENING. THE 
MONK TIRITA VACHCHHA 
RETURNED TO HIS 
ASHRAMA 



FOR TWO DAYS THE MONK LOOKED 
AFTER ME TREATING W\Y WOUNDS 
WITH HERBS AND 3RINS/NS FOOD 
P QR ME FROM THE FOREST. 

you HAVE SAVED 

nn life! you 

MUST COME AMD 

visit me in 

VARANASI. 


hap he hot 

RESCUED ME 

AND looked 
after ME, 

x WOULD HOT 
HAVE SURViVEP. 


VES. FATHER, 
HOW l UNDER¬ 
STAND THAT 

you owe 
youR life 

TO HIM. 


I 



pon’t you 
thiHk he 
deserves 

TO BE My 

friend? 


v INDEED, I 
FATHER- 
J WE MUST 
DO ALL WE 
CAN FOR 
HIM. 
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